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Historical Happenings

Dear Members and Friends,

Fall has arrived after a busy summer at DAHS. We 
have been working on updating the Bylaws to comply 
with regulations and meet the needs of the Society.

It is so nice to see the improvements to Pioneer 
Park. The sidewalks have been completed, benches 
are in place, and people are enjoying the park. Jane 
Schryver and the Village crew can be proud of the hard 
work that has been put in for the park.

George Weidman’s desire for a Foster Wheeler 
Exhibit was realized with its grand opening on October 
18. We  packed up the “Ladies/Textile” room and stored 
the items. Sheila Van Auken, a long-time employee at 
FW herself, assisted with the exhibit.  We hope you will 
visit the museum to see this exhibit.

October 24th at the Wall of Pride Presentation 
Dinner, DAHS introduced its nominee, Thomas Reilly,  
for the Wall. More information is available on the 
Dansville Central School’s Facebook page.

DAHS Annual Dinner Meeting will be Saturday, 
November 14. It is always a nice time to see our 

“Caretakers of Our Area History”

President’s Report
DAHS members, enjoy conversation, and a good 
pasta dinner. We will review the changes to the 
updated bylaws at the brief business meeting. Our 
speaker, Dave Palmer, will follow with his talk and 
exhibit of metal tools.

Join us on Tuesday, December 1 for our annual 
Christmas concert at the Presbyterian Church. This 
year we are pleased to host the Hornell High School’s 
Select Choirs. All donations will go toward to the 
Choirs’ upcoming trip to Chicago in April.

As usual we are open the 1st and 3rd Saturdays from 
10:00 am until 2:00 pm. We can always use volunteers 
to help cover those hours. You can also take the time 
to enjoy to artifacts on display in the museum. Stop by 
and visit us during those hours. We also have excellent 
gift items for sale.

Hope to see you at each of the events mentioned 
above. Your support is important to the future success 
of the DAHS.

Hope to see you soon.

Gerri Waight, President

Saturday, November 14, 2015 
American Legion, 34 Elizabeth St., Dansville

6:00 p.m. Cash Bar • 6:30 p.m. Dinner 
Meeting and Program to follow: 
David Palmer’s exhibit of Early Metal Tools
$10 per ticket from any DAHS Board Member  
or at the door

Handicapped Accessible

The Dansville Area Historical Society
Annual Meeting & Pasta Dinner 
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Join Us at DAHS!
Whether you’re a member of the Dansville Area Historical Society or a friend, we 

would love to have you join us at our activities and become a volunteer.

Our booth travels to a few events each year.  This year we were at the Dansville 
Dogwood Craft Fair, Clara Barton Day, and the NYS Festival of Balloons.  A smiling 
face and willingness to talk to people are all you need to be a valuable help.

Our museum is the area where we most need willing hands.  We are open only 
two Saturdays each month because we do not have enough volunteers.  If you can 
give two hours each month, we can train you.  All you need to bring is an interest 
in sharing our history with others.  

The museum also needs volunteers to enter data into our computer, inventory 
items throughout the museum, take photos of our objects, or even participate in 
cleanup days.  Any help is truly appreciated!

Interested in more details?  Please give any board member a call.  We would love 
to hear from you. Our telephone numbers are listed on the left side of this page.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you.  Without volunteers, no strategic plan nor good 
idea can get us to our goals.

DAHS Board Members Annie and Paul Constantine welcoming visitors to the 
Historical Society booth during this year’s NYS Festival of Balloons.

Dansville Area Historical Society  
Mission Statement

The Dansville Area Historical Society is an educational institution whose purpose is to 
research, collect, exhibit, promote, and protect artifacts and archives that represent the 
Dansville area and its role in local, state, national, and international history.
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The Dansville Area Historical Society is proud 
to present a special exhibit honoring the Foster 
Wheeler Corporation in Dansville and the men and 
women who worked there over the years. Items on 
exhibit include those from our collection as well as 
items on loan from local individuals. This exhibit 
was inspired by George Weidman.  With assistance 
from Sheila VanAuken, George has gathered models, 
memorabilia, and company records and publications 
that will remind us all of the immeasurable impact 
Foster Wheeler had on our town. 

The exhibit is open during regular Museum hours, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on  the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 
each month and on the first three Saturdays in 
December, or by appointment by calling any DAHS 
board member.

FOSTER WHEELER ENERGY CORPORATION 
“Home of the World’s Best Boiler Makers” 

Special Museum Exhibit

Top RighT: Foster Wheeler Weld Lab,  1980.  
Seated:  Norm Freeman, Jerry Rose, Carl Johantgen,  
Ken Stanley. Standing: Clare Robertson, Jack Fielder, Dave 
Wicks, Bob Daugherty.

miDDLe RighT: Replica of the morton welder. presented 
to Clare Robertson upon his retirement in 1980 from 
Foster Wheeler. Clare was the technician responsible for 
operation and improvements. (on loan to DAhS from 
glenda henderson)

BoTTom RighT: Aerial shot from the 1960s of the  
Foster Wheeler Dansville facility.

The Red Cross flag was first officially flown in the USA in 1881 (the year the US Red Cross was founded), 
when Clara Barton flew the flag in Dansville, New York, during an appeal for donations to help the 

victims of forest fires in Michigan.  (from Askville by Amazon)
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In an undated publication of Foster Wheeler 
News, published in New York City for the active and 
retired employees of Foster Wheeler Corporation, 
Charles McEvoy wrote of the beginnings of Power 
Specialty in what he called, “A glimpse at Dansville’s 
past.” It’s pretty certain that the Old Timers he referred 
to are long gone, but his recollections are even more 
nostalgic now.

The past is prologue, our history books remind us, 
and as we look over the history of Foster Wheeler we 
find many things our old timers recall with nostalgia. 
We dedicate this collection of anecdotes to the good 
old days and the gallant men who made them.

In the beginning, there was an idea. An idea in the 
minds of Ernest H. Foster and Pell Foster, who founded 
Power Specialty Co. around 1900 to deal in water works 
equipment. In 1903, Ernest applied for and received 
a patent which contained one claim and broadly 
covered, “a tube for steam super-heaters, comprising 
of foundation tube and a series of independent 
continuous cast metal tapered rings in contact with 
each other and fitting snugly on the foundation tube, 
as described and for the purpose set forth.”

 In the very early days of what was  
 to become Foster Wheeler . . .

• A Power Specialty employee brought his cow  
  to work every day

• Water power ran the Dansville plant

• The Power’s Inn was founded

• The company ran a ferry across  
  Canaseraga Creek

• Babe Ruth was fanned by Bucky Lee, the 
  plant’s baseball team pitcher. 

Power Specialty was off and running in the steam 
business, and the Fosters needed a plant to manufacture 
their revolutionary development. In their hometown of 
Dansville was an establishment owned by George Sweet 
consisting of a foundry and a machine shop driven 
by a water power plant. In years before, the Sweet 
company had operated as a profitable manufacturer 
of agricultural machines. But, the McCormick reaper 
changed all that.

In 1904, when Power specialty set itself up in the 
former Sweet building, the equipment was meager 
and antiquated. The few power tools were operated 
by a water wheel. At high water in the summer, the 
wheel could deliver 60 horsepower. In the winter, 
when ice filled Canaseraga Creek, it was somewhat 
less efficient.

Soon there were some 17 names on the payroll. 
Most of these employees were farmers or nurserymen 
who were very resourceful, but also quite independent.  
They considered their jobs at the shop of secondary 
importance, which could jolly well wait if anything 
came up at home. This attitude somewhat interfered 
with production, and multiplied the duties of 
Paymaster Evelyn Foster, Pell’s daughter and now 
Mrs. Irving S. Olds. Very often, her captivating 
approach was capable of persuading the truants to 
return to their duties.

One of the early employees was Jake Simons. Jake 
Simons had a cow. On the west side of the plant, then 
as now, there was a hill which contained excellent 
pasture land. Jake devised a horse-drawn trailer for 
his cow, and while Jake manhandled super-heaters, 
Bossy ate the lush green grass on the hill. Each night, 
Jake would hitch up his trailer and take his cow home.

In the early 1900s, it is recorded that on many 
occasions, floodwaters from the normally meek 
Canaseraga Creek inundated the Foster Wheeler site.  
The most severe of these occurred in 1913, when a 
steel bridge west of the plant was swept away by high 
water. As this was the only crossing in the area, people 
were marooned on both sides of the swollen creek.  
“Beaky” French, boss of the carpenter shop, build a 
flat-bottomed type of vessel, which with cables and 
pulleys provided a means of crossing until the bridge 
could be replaced.

Around 1915, Power Specialty sponsored a baseball 
team without peer, surviving four seasons without 
a loss. About this time, Babe Ruth, barnstorming 
through the Northeast, came to Dansville with a semi-
pro team from Rochester. An exhibition game was 
arranged to be played on the local Rotary field. Old 
timers still recall the famous Power Specialty battery 
of Harold Dixon and Bucky Lee as moundsmen with 
Cab Burley behind the plate. During the course of 
the afternoon, the mighty Babe went down swinging.

Those were the days my friend! 
By Charles McEvoy, printed in Foster Wheeler News (undated)
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The fraternal spirit which had developed 
within the company gave rise to the thought 
of establishing a club for those interested, 
and in 1923, the Power’s Inn Club was 
established. Having no resources other than 
the 60 interested people, the club assessed 
each member $10. They purchased property, 
and arranged for the construction of the 
building. Again, the talent of the almost 
legendary “Beaky” French w[as] called upon 
as he supervised the construction effort. 
Otto Wolfanger’s contributions to this effort 
are also gratefully recalled.  The Power’s 
Inn organization still exists today, and again 
numbers some 60 members.

As time marched on, of course, Power 
Specialty Co. and Wheeler Condenser and 
Engineering Co., then of Carteret, N.J., 
joined forces after several years of close 
business association to become Foster 
Wheeler Corp.  The new company soon grew 
into its present form.  But in Dansville, as in 
other towns and cities around the country 
where our old-timers live on, the names of 
“Beaky” French, the Wolfangers and others 
still evoke smiles of nostalgia.

DAHS Annual  

Christmas Concert 
Hornell High School 

Select Choir and Jazz Choir
Tuesday, December 1st  •  7:00 p.m. 

Dansville Presbyterian Church 
Entrance on School Street, Dansville

Admission is free

All donations benefit hhS Choirs’ trip to Chicago

Join us for refreshments  
following the concert

Above: West side of Canaseraga Creek where the flood of 1913 washed away 
the only bridge for miles. Below: Power Specialty’s navy, a flat-bottomed 
craft built by the almost legendary “Beaky” French.
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The DAHS Museum Collection contains thousands 
of paper archives, and each tells a story relating to an 
event in our local history. Often these archives connect 
local persons or events to roles played in national and 
international history. 

Nicholas H. Noyes is one of Dansville’s notable 
“local sons.” By 1932, he had married Marquerite 
Lilly and was secretary and treasurer at Eli Lilly and 
Company. In 1949, he and his siblings donated the old 
family residence on Elizabeth Street to the Dansville 
Red Cross as a headquarters, in memory of their 
mother Emma Hartman Noyes.

Below is copy from a brochure Cradle of the 
American Red Cross reprinted from the May, 
1932, issue of Tile and Till, published by Eli 
Lilly and Company, Indianapolis. 

Ninety-eight years ago, Edward Niles established 
an apothecary shop in Dansville, N.Y., a beautiful 
spot in the famous Genesee Valley. Ever since that 
date, this store has been in continuous operation, 
passing from its founder to Gottlob Bastian who 
came to the United States from Prussia in 1812 
and associated himself with Mr. Niles in the 
business. He purchased the store in 1870, was 
succeeded thirty years later by his son, Edward 
Niles Bastian, who conducted the business until 
his death in 1923. The grandson of Gottlob 
Bastian, Carl Edward Bastian, then took over the 
reins and owns the store at this time.

Bastian’s Pharmacy is distinguished, however, 
for more than a mere century of existence in 
one spot for it was the cradle of the American 
Red Cross. It was in Dansville and in the Bastian 
Pharmacy that the initial step was taken by a small 
group that formed the nucleus of the first chapter.

Among the five names that will live in this 
connection appears that of Gottlob Bastian, 
the Dansville apothecary. His business being 
a confining occupation, Mr. Bastian found it 
impossible to absent himself from the shop to 
attend the meeting and so this historic first 
conference, which included Clara Barton who 
was at that time a guest at a local health resort, 
was held in Bastian’s Pharmacy, and on the desk 
of Gottlob Bastian were drafted and signed the 
original articles of the constitution of the first 
chapter of what later became the American Red 
Cross. That very desk is still in daily use in the 
Bastian Pharmacy and L.T. Gandy, local Lilly 

Among Our Archives: 
“Cradle of the American Red Cross”

representative, is often reminded as he records Mr. 
Bastian’s order that he is using the desk made famous 
by Clara Barton.

Among the living charter members of Chapter 
No. 1 appears the name of Mrs. Emma H. Noyes, the 
mother of Nicholas H. Noyes, secretary and treasurer 
of Eli Lilly and company. The home of Mr. Noyes was 
originally in Dansville.

The fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the 
first chapter was fittingly celebrated in Dansville last 
September. Through a coast-to-coast network the 
radio gave the world the voice of President Hoover 
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in commemoration of the date and its significance.  
Governor Roosevelt was present for the occasion.

Bastian’s Pharmacy was a spot of great interest to the 
thousands who visited Dansville. Mr. Emil Rauth, uncle 
of Mr. Bastian and a personal friend of Miss Barton, was 
present from Brooklyn, N.Y. The doctor conceived the 
idea of a special window display to depict the fact that 
this store was the cradle of the American Red Cross. 
The artwork on the Red Cross Nurse is his as well as the 
scroll setting for the names of the original committee 
selected by Miss Barton. He “baked” a plaster-of-Paris 
cake with the fifty candles arranged in the form of a 
Red Cross Emblem. He painted Gottlob Bastian in oils 
for the occasion. His was the idea of an old-fashioned 
cradle for the window that proclaimed the store as the 
birthplace of the Red Cross.

Originally from Massachusetts, Miss Barton was 
a veteran of two wars when she organized the Red 
Cross in Dansville. Later the Spanish-American War 
was added to her list. Few persons are aware that 
the American Red Cross was organized, its members 
enrolled, and the first answer made to the call of 
disaster before the united State Government had 
become a signatory to the Treaty of Geneva. This did 
not occur until March, 1882.

Much of Miss Barton’s time was spent in Dansville 
between the years 1876-1886.  Here she rested and 
regained her strength to take up the greatest work 
of her life and carry it through triumphantly.  She 
journeyed to Cuba during the Spanish-American 
war at the age of seventy-six. Where she went, order, 
efficiency, empathy, and comfort followed. At ninety 
there was no sign of physical infirmity upon her.  Years, 
to her, were opportunities for service rather than 
measurers of time.

Clara Barton died at the age of ninety, at Glen Echo, 
Maryland, on Easter Day. Her grave at North Oxford, 
Massachusetts, is near her birthplace.

Thus was Dansville honored by Clara Barton and 
thus Dansville did honor to her memory.

It is not given to many apothecary shops to know 
greater distinction than has come to the pharmacy 
of Carl Bastian, who is looking forward to the 100th 
anniversary of his historic shop as another milestone 
in a business existence of unusual age.

[Ed. Note:  The historic desk spoken of is now part 
of the museum in the American Red Cross Chapter No. 
1 house at 57 Elizabeth Street. The Bastian Pharmacy 
continued operations until 1953, the year after the 
death of Carl Bastian. The Bastian Pharmacy was 
located at 180 Main Street, most recently the office 
of John Putney.]

Above: The iconic orange and white Foster Wheeler water 
tower. photo from Dec. 26, 1989 genesee Country express.

CoMiNG DoWN – Because of age, deterioration, 
the safety factor and cost of repairs, officials at the 
Dansville plant of Foster Wheeler Energy Corp. 
decided the facility’s 67-year-old water tower should 
be dismantled. On Dec. 13, the landmark was drained 
and Dec. 18, the work to raze the tower and its 
75,000-gallon storage tank was started. The project 
is scheduled for completion after the first of the year. 
Erection of the storage tank was completed in 1922 for 
Power Specialty Co., predecessor to Foster Wheeler. 
Water pumped from Canaseraga Creek supplied the 
tank until the late 1950’s when the creek water was 
shut off and village water was used to keep the tank full.
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pioneer park’s memorial was completed this summer with edging and a concrete 
surround. The benches and lighting have been installed. The new sidewalks and 

grass seeding look lovely. Dansville Town and Country Agway donated the mums.

Dansville Area 
Historical Society 
Upcoming Events
• DAHS Annual Meeting  

and Pasta Dinner – 
Saturday, Nov. 14, 6 p.m., 
American Legion

• Annual Christmas Concert –  
the Hornell High School 
Select Choir and Jazz Choir, 
Tuesday, December 1, 7 p.m., 
Dansville Presbyterian Church

• Ongoing – Foster Wheeler 
Special Exhibit at the 
Museum, 14 Church Street

Remember to shop at the 
Museum’s gift counter. 

We are open each 
Saturday in December 

before Christmas,  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.


